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Please ensure that you notify the school if your child will be 
absent from school or if your child will be late.  If you require 
homework for prolonged absences, please notify the school and/
or speak with your child’s teacher. 
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A reminder to parents that due to legal obligations under the 
Education Act we now must have written 
permission only for students to go off school 
grounds at lunch.. We can no longer accept 
verbal arrangements over the phone. 
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We will once again have a pancake, 
eggs and sausage breakfast for 
students, parents and staff on the last 
day of school before winter break. 
Any parents wishing to assist us in 

flipping pancakes, cooking eggs and sausages early Thursday 
morning would be greatly appreciated. For more details, please 
contact the school at 250-626-5572. 
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Report cards are being sent home on Nov. 30.  
Please go over your child’s report.  If you have 
any questions, please contact your child’s teacher. 
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The staff and students of Tahayghen invite you to attend our 
Winter Celebration Concert on Wednesday, December 15 at 
7:00 pm. Everyone is welcome! 

Each division will be performing for your entertainment so be 
sure to have your cameras ready! 

Donations of non-perishable items for our food bank would be 
greatly appreciated. 
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There will also be a student Art Twoonie Silent Auction to help 
raise funds for the new Tahayghen playground. This will take 
place the evening of the winter concert in the primary gym. 
Come out and admire the fantastic art created by our students. 

The auction will run from 6:30-6:50 and again for 20 minutes 
after the concert. We will be serving hot chocolate and cookies 
while you are putting in your final twoonie tickets. 
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Tahayghen will be starting a breakfast program on Monday, 
November 22.  It will run Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 8:20—8:50. 

Cereals, bagels and cream cheese, fruit and beverages will be 
provided.  Any family members able to help distribute the 
breakfast should contact the school at 250-626-5572. 
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Tahayghen hosted the District Soccer Tournament on October 
15. Over fifty players from our elementary schools competed. In 
the end, both Tahayghen girls and boys made a strong showing. 

 

Volleyball practices began on October 26.  The Volleyball Play 
Day is on November 19 at Sk’aadgaa Naay and the Volleyball 
Tournament is on December 10 at Port Clements . 
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Kids in Motion will  run on Wednesdays from November 3 to 
December 1, from 2:45 to 4:00.  The program involves fun 
games and exercises that get the heart pumping followed by a 
healthy snack. This program is for students in Kindergarten to 
Grade 3.  Please call the school for details. 
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Staff and students at Tahayghen are making 40 blankets for our 
K-3 dancers and singers. For those of us who have never been 
involved in blanket making it has been an amazing experience. 
We hope to have them completed for the end of November. At 
that time we will be having our anniversary celebration.  Special 
How’aa’s to Diane York, Louise Almquist, Yunjoo Lee, and 
Yongsang Yoo for coming out to help. 
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Our students participated in the National Schools’ Terry Fox 
Run on September 30. As a school we also raised funds for 
cancer research with “Change for the Cure.” Our students  
brought in $225.76 of change. 
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Thanks to NSCU for the generous grants for programs at 
Tahayghen.  Grants were awarded to Peter Reynolds for a guitar 
music program, Laura Holmes-Saltzman for Tahayghen Tales, 
and Michelle Hagenson for Art in the Community. Our students 
will definitely benefit form these contributions. 
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President: Nicole Harris 

Vice President: Denise Collison 

Treasurer: Gwen Edgars 

Secretary: Donna Wesley 

NEXT MEETING: January 12, 2011 at 6:00 pm in the staff room 
. 

The Parent Advisory Committee now has email. If you have any questions, comments or concerns you can email us at 
tahpac@sd50.bc.ca  Or, if you would like to be on our email list and contacted for various reasons and communication items, just let 
us know by sending us an email. 

�,�,:0�������1���,(:����))��

�);�1.�(�#<4�=<#<�

6,0��? �

.�((:�,�!���,���,3�0,���(9�0  

On October 8, our Kindergarten to Grade 3 students went berry and tea leaf gathering as part of their Haida Language Program. 
Thanks to our volunteers, Marra Bell, Yongsang Yoo & Yunjoo Lee, Janice Brown, Leanne Seifert, Torrie St. Louis, & Sergeant 
MacDonald. 
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We have a new website!  Please feel free to check it out.  It is at 
www.tah.sd50.bc.ca. We will do our best to keep it 
updated! 
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Mr. Herkes’ and Ms. Mullen’s classes are participating in the 
Salmon Enhancement Project again this year. On Friday, 
November 5, Pat Fairweather brought salmon to Tahayghen for 
our egg take. Throughout the year the students will learn about 
the cycles, ecosystems, habitat, and salmon anatomy. The eggs 
will be returned in the new year to our classroom aquariums 

and will be released at Deep Creek 
in May 2011. 
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Your child will be bringing homework home from school almost every night. It may be reading or writing, a 
one-day assignment such as math or spelling or another weekly assignment or long-term project. 

 
The purpose of homework is to reinforce what your child is learning at school and enlarge the concept of 
learning to include the world beyond the school door. What your child is learning and thinking about is very 
important. Besides the actual concept or skill to be practiced, homework is a vehicle for learning how to be an 
effective student. It teaches responsibility, independence and helps the child know that he or she is responsible 
for his or her own learning. How can you help? 

 
Ask your child where he or she would like to do his or her homework. Some families work quite well 
supporting homework the "pioneer way" around the kitchen table together. This will give you a chance to be 
engaged in your own work, pay bills or write letters while serving as a consultant or facilitator to your child on 
an "as needed" basis. Even a younger student will feel the importance of "Mommy is doing her work and I am 
doing my work" while having support and attention without the frustration of being stuck for too long without 
guidance. Some children will prefer a quieter place with a closed door. Be sure to pop in to see how your child 
is progressing – it's easy to turn to comic books or a baseball card collection sometimes. Avoid the feeling of 
punishment by not barking "Go to your room now! Close the door and do your homework!" 

 
Ask your child about homework with the same natural interest you would display when asking a friend about a 
good book. Use the same respect for what your child is reading and doing as you would for a friend's new job 
or project at work. 

 
Ask your child to set up a weekly schedule for homework. Talk about soccer practice, piano lessons and Junior 
Rangers and come up with a plan of action. Help your child with follow-through on meeting the commitment 
to excellence. On Monday, the child may do homework from 4:00 to 5:30. On Tuesday, homework may be 
from 7:00 to 8:30 depending on the child's schedule. In some households, "study hall" takes place from 7:00 
until 9:00. Time management and self-discipline are invaluable gifts you can provide for your child. An 
assignment notebook or "day-runner" for your child is a must to help support these goals! 

 
What if your child says everyday, "I don't have any homework" and the school report shows otherwise? 
Setting up a structured time may help here. The student can read, practice spelling words, share stories or work 
on a writing piece, but the expectation at home is that learning continues and is enjoyable! In extreme cases, 
you may need to set up a very specific contract together. 

 
Know that despite whatever works best in your household, the fact is that the homework is the child's and he 
or she can make choices about when and where (but not if!). Your respect and interest from a very young age 
are the most important factors in participating in homework without battles. 

Reading to your young child through elementary school and beyond can set the tone for a cozy time of sharing 
and learning together. Let homework be the natural outgrowth of piling up the pillows or sitting in the rocking 
chair together rather than a control issue or point for rebellion. Let homework be a time for sharing in 
accomplishments and celebrate! 
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